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Introduction

Lymphangioma is a rare benign tumor arising
from lymphatic vessels. The disease most
frequently occurs in the pediatric age group,
and ~90% of cases are diagnosed prior to 2
years of age. The most common sites of the
tumor are regions of the neck, head and
axillae, while abdominal location is
infrequent. Retroperitoneal lymphangiomas
account for less than 1% of all
lymphangiomas and their occurrance in
adulthood is rare.

Methods
We present a case of a 66-year-old woman,
who referred to our clinic due to pain in
lower right abdomen and back. During the
laparoscopic operation a retroperitoneal
cystic tumor 11X6X4 cm was visualised on
the right side of the abdominal wall (figure
3). It was filled with serous fluid. The tumor
was completely removed. Blood loss during
the operation was minimal.
The postoperative period elapsed without
complications. The histology finding was
consistent with cystic lymphangioma (figure
4). Nine months after surgery the patient
referred on follow up appointment and had
no complaints. Ultrasound examination
showed no abnormalities.

Figure 3. A retroperitoneal cystic tumor 11X6X4 cm on the right side of the abdominal
wall

Figure 1. The ultrasound images before the operation show a hypoechoic well-
defined fluid filled structure 10,1x6,5x4,8 cm  in the right lower abdomen, a finding
suggestive of sactosalpinx or fluid between adhesions.

Figure 2. The MRI scan before the operation displayed location of the structure 
between the right iliac vessels, bladder and uterus. 

Figure 4. The histology finding: cystic lesion that consists of multiple variably sized 
dilated vascular spaces lined by a thin layer of small, bland-appearing flattened 
endothelial cells. Walls contain fibrotic collagenous tissue, but no smooth muscle.
Immunohistochemistry: endothelial lining cells show variable positivity with 
lymphatic marker podoplanin.
Summary: finding is consistent with lymphangioma.

Conlusion
Retroperitoneal lymphangioma is a rare
location and type of benign abdominal
tumors, which presents a diagnostic
dilemma and final diagnosis is often made
after the operation based on histological
finding.


